PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

In what chronological order did the three
kinds of unseen beings appear? Which was
first: ghosts, nature-beings, or creator? Our
present knowledge does not provide an answer
to this query. But this one may venture to
affirm: they need not have appeared in the same
order everywhere. It is conceivable that among
certain groups of men the idea of a creator first
attained clearness and influence, while elsewhere
the idea of ghosts implanted itself before the
others.

A question of greater importance to the student
of the origin of Religion is that of the lineage of
the first god or gods, i.e. of the first unseen,
personal agents with whom men entered into
relations definite and influential enough to de-
serve the name Religion. Are they descended
from ghosts, or are they nature-beings, or
creators ? I say, ' descended' from ghosts, for
ghosts have not, originally, all the qualities
required of a divinity. They are at first hardly
greater than men, though somewhat different.
They must be magnified and differentiated from
human beings if they are to generate the religious
attitude. A comparison of the double-source of
the ghost-belief with the source of the belief in
nature-beings suggests the following remarks.
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